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LOSE SIGHT,

I e )

When visual acuity is
impaired, visual cues occur
much later and at much
closer ranges during an
attack.

. — —— ;

Major General Marcos A.
Anderson

Deputy Chief of Staff, Operations
HQ Thetical Air Command

umerous articles and bricfings

have begun with the “rules of
BFM:*(1)lose sight, loge fight, and
(2) manenver in relation to Lhe
bandit,

Inthe histary of air-to-air combat,
the great majority of kifls were
mobserved. The importance of
BFM rule #1 is obvious: You can't
figght what you car't see. Rule #2is
equally important: You can't maneu-
ver effoeively against a bandit you
cannot see clearly/

Recent mishap experience in TAC
has highlightad the effects of
reduced vigual sesity in determin-
ing aspect angle and dlogure rates
In at least two TAC mishaps in the
last year, reduced visual acuity
(20/30, 20/40) impaired a mishap
pilot’s sbility to judge Aasare rates
ax will a5 attitude/aspect anjles
and resuited in a midair collision.
Three airéraft were lost and two
erewmembers were fatally injured
a4 a result.

When visual scuity is impaired,
visunl cues pecur much later and at
much closer ranges during an
attack. During one such incident, it
appears the mishap pilot did not
recognize the high aspect angle and
avertaloe until he was inside 2,000
feet. At high closiire rates/agpiet
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TAC

THRU FEB

Total

THREL FEB

CLASS A MISHAPS

AIRCREW FATALITIES
* IN THE ENVELOPE EJECTIONS
= QUT OF ENVELOPE EJECTIONS

" TACSTOPS thru FEB 1988

1st AF 9th AF 12th AF

58 TIW
35 TIw

33 TFW
507 TAIRCW
31 TPW
354 TFW
73 TFw

318 FIS
325 TIW
57 FIS
48 FIS

474 TFW
388 TFW
B0Z TAIRCW

ANG AFR DRUs

182 TASG 482 TFW 28 AD
110 TASG 924 TEG USAFTAWC
138 TFG 906 TFG USAFTFWC
177 FIG 507 TFG

114 TFG 917 TFW

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE

[CUMNULATIVE RATE BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TINE!
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